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the greatest barrier between the French people and their British
and American allies is and will be the belief on one side that the
French defeat was due to corruption, treason,, bad civilian morale,
to anything but its simple military causes, and, oa the other, the
belief that the British and American peoples (and their soldiers)
forget that, so far, many more Frenchmen have been killed in this
war fighting Germany than Englishmen or Americans have been
killed, that no army, not even the Russian array, has in fact with-
stood, in the same dimensions of space and time, the prepared
onslaught of the Wehrmacht Russia could recover (among other
reasons) because of her area and natural resources; Britain could
survive (among other reasons) because she is an island. The other
reasons are important, but the decisive reasons that gave them a
chance to be important are geographical. If the Germans could have
crossed the Channel, they would have found troops not merely
armed only with obsolete weapons, but in many cases not armed at
all. If the Russian army could have been pinned up against moun-
tains and frontiers, say on a line from Smolensk to Kiev, there
might have been for it and for the victorious Germans, that " battle
without a morrow" which Hitler strove for in vain when his own
resources were stretched and his enemy's made more available at
the very gates of Moscow. The French could not retreat to Seville
or stand siege in a fortress with a moat whose importance we realize
now when we are planning to cross it in the opposite direction.

This, though the main story, is not the whole story. There were
grave and not inevitable weaknesses in French equipment, strategy,
and political morale. We can be quite sure that so ruthlessly self-
critical a people as the French will examine the question of respon-
sibilities with a rigour that may shock us. But it will be well for us
to remember the basic fact that the first burden of resisting the
Third Reich was imposed on Poland; the second on France; and
both at a time when Britain had declared war but was not yet in a
position to make it, and when the United States and Russia had not
even declared war*
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Nevertheless, the questions brought to the forefront by the French
catastrophe are not merely military. Defeat was the occasion for the